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White House Budget Threatens Vital Housing and Community Development Programs 
by Robert Finn 
 
Last week, the Trump administration released its FY2018 budget proposal, the more complete expression of its 
fiscal priorities following the "skinny budget" announcement from the White House in March. If enacted, 
sweeping cuts to and wholesale elimination of programs that drive economic recovery in distressed communities 
and protect vulnerable Americans will be used to offset massive increases in defense spending and tax cuts for the 
wealthy. 
 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development's budget would sustain devastating cuts, shrinking $7.4 
billion from its FY2017 budget to $40.7 billion. Doug Rice of the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities broke 
down the severe impact these HUD cuts would have on public housing, Housing Choice vouchers, and 
homelessness prevention in a recent  blog post. These programs help the most vulnerable Americans, including 
low-income seniors, the disabled and working families with children. 
 
Additionally, the administration's HUD budget entirely eliminates the following vital programs that many of our 
buyers and their local governments depend on to perform community development, economic recovery and 
neighborhood stabilization work:    
 
 Community Development Block Grants 
 HOME Investment Partnership Program 
 Choice Neighborhoods Program 
 National Housing Trust Fund 
 Self-help Homeownership Opportunity Fund 

 
Outside of HUD, other federal programs essential to affordable housing, access to homeownership, and 
community development are also on the chopping block, including the complete elimination of funding for: 
 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture's rural, single-family, direct loan program 
 Capital Magnet Fund 
 Community Development Financial Institutions Fund 
 NeighborWorks America 
 Legal Services Corporation 

 
Those of you working in distressed communities and with marginalized populations don't need us to tell you how 
devastating the loss of these programs would be to the work you do and the people you serve. However, the 
extent to which the damaging cuts in the proposed Trump budget will become reality will largely depend on the 
political pressure applied to members of Congress from constituents and stakeholders. 
 
In short, these cuts can be stopped if enough stakeholders make their views known. The National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, which has been on the forefront of protecting affordable housing and community development 
funding at the federal level, has developed a set of tools for how to make your community's voices heard in 
Congress. Among other things, you can provide national advocates with critical data and stories about how these 
federal programs make a difference on your block, in your neighborhood, or around your city. 


